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INFORMATION 
HOST AND VENUE 
Atlantische Akademie Rheinland-Pfalz e.V.  
Lauterstr. 2, 67657 Kaiserslautern 
Tel: 0631/366100, Fax: 0631/3661015   
E-Mail: info@atlantische-akademie.de 
Web: www.atlantische-akademie.de 

IN COOPERAT ION WITH 
Welcome to Rheinland-Pfalz 

ADMISS ION 
Free admission. Please bring your own lunch. 

REGISTRAT ION 
Please register with the attached form or via email, 
phone or fax until September 10, 2017: 
Atlantische Akademie Rheinland-Pfalz e.V. 
Phone: 0631 366100 
E-Mail: info@atlantische-akademie.de 

IN COOPERAT ION WITH:  
 
 



ABOUT  TH IS  EVENT  
 
On September 24, Germans are heading to the polls 
to vote for their next parliament and their chancel-
lor. Will Angela Merkel defend her position, after 
twelve years at the head of the German govern-
ment? Or will her challenger from the Social Demo-
cratic Party, Martin Schulz, triumph on election day? 
Yet what at first glance seems to be a race between 
two parties and two politicians is an event taking 
place in a more complex multi-party system. Under 
the right conditions, even smaller parties might 
prove decisive in the end. And what issues drive Ger-
mans to the polls? 

For Americans, the German political system might 
seem confusing at first, since it is vastly different 
from the U.S. political system. Who wields how 
much power in this system? Who is actually being 
elected and under what conditions? And what do 
the individual political parties actually stand for? 

The event is an introductory event to German poli-
tics and is aimed at English-speakers in the Kaisers-
lautern region. It is the perfect opportunity to ask 
your questions about German politics, the current 
political climate, transatlantic relations and foreign 
policy. No matter if you are a novice to the field or 
already keep up with German politics, everyone is 
welcome. We’re looking forward to an interesting 
talk and a great discussion! 

Dr. David Sirakov  
Atlantic Academy, Kaiserslautern 

Sarah Wagner, M.A. 
Atlantic Academy, Kaiserslautern 

John Constance, M.A. 
Welcome to Rheinland-Pfalz 

PROGRAM 
 
WEDNESDAY ,  SEPTEMBER 13 ,  2017  

5.30 –5.45pm Welcome 
Dr. David Sirakov, Atlantic Academy 

 John Constance, M.A.,  
 Welcome to Rheinland-Pfalz 

5.45-6.30pm Elections in Germany— The 
System, the Parties, Current 
Challenges 

 Prof. Dr. Marcus Höreth, TU Kaisers-
lautern 

6.30pm Q&A  

 

 Dr. Marcus Höreth is a Profes-
sor of German and Comparative 
Politics at the University of Kaisers-
lautern. His research is focused on 
multi-level governance as well as 
political institutions and processes. 
His most recent publication is “The 
Complex Republic. Organisation of 
the State in Germany”, published in 
2016.  In 2005, Prof. Höreth was a 
Visiting Professor at Georgetown 
University Law Center (GULC), 
Washington D.C., USA.  
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